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   Christmas Caroling is an age-old tradition that sparks hap-
py memories for many of our senior citizens. This month, we 
once again set out to spread some cheer by singing with our 
elders. We went to the Travis County East Rural Community 
Center and sang the old favorites. Afterwards, we hosted 
three rounds of bingo. We raised the roof with our voices, 
then stepped back to watch some very competitive seniors 
duke it out to win the bingo prizes! 

MESSAGE FROM SHERIFF HERNANDEZ

   In 2019, we made excellent progress on programs and 
initiatives here at TCSO that are advancing us technologically 
and making us more efficient. We made great strides in our 
efforts to implement programs and policies that line up with 
our core values. We’re serving a county that’s growing at a 
staggering rate while holding firm to our desire to be friend-
ly, approachable and real to our community. This spring, we 
will release our end of year report and detail those efforts 
for you. 
   I know it’s cliché to talk about the year 2020 in terms of 
20/20 vision, but I’m going with it anyway because it really 
is a perfect analogy for how I feel about starting this year. I 
envision a year in which we continue to partner with orga-
nizations, fellow agencies and community leaders to make a 
positive difference in Travis County. 
   I look forward to seeing us do better by those in our 
community with mental illness. All too often mental illness 
escalates to the point of arrest. Together, we can destigma-
tize this disease and provide resources to families so they 
can get help. I look forward to a day in which we treat the 
mentally ill in a hospital rather than a jail cell. 
   I look forward to seeing our teens thrive. We’ll continue 
to work with our schools to mentor and protect students, 
investing in their future and diverting the school-to-prison 
pipeline. I believe our relationships with superintendents 
and students through our administrative efforts, our Com-

munity Outreach Unit 
and School Resource 
Officers will have a last-
ing effect on this gener-
ation and prepare them 
to launch into a bright 
future. 
   I look forward to 
seeing the results of 
our continuing efforts 
to serve victims well. Our Sexual Assault, Homicide, Child 
Abuse and Family Violence Units work tirelessly for the 
sake of justice to solve cases and provide the District 
Attorney’s office with the very best information possible. 
Our Victim Services Unit and the 70 volunteers who serve 
with them, provide information, resources and a shoulder 
to lean on 24/7. 
   I look forward to seeing the fruits of TCSO’s efforts to 
foster trust among the immigrant community. I hope that 
by looking beyond status and focusing on safety, people 
will know they can run to us when they’ve witnessed or 
been the victim of crime rather than running away from 
us. 
   We can do this. We’re already making good progress. I 
think 2020 is the year it will all come into clear focus and 
I’m excited to see it happen. 

FITNESS TEST HONORS

   The TCSO Corrections Tactical Team (CTAC) is required to pass three fitness tests annually: Cooper’s, Combat Fitness 
and Rowing Machine. Members of the team compete for top honors and bragging rights in the form of championship 
belts prominently displayed in their briefing room. This year, Best Personal Average was earned by Officer Jeremy 
McGavin and the Bravo Unit scored the best team average. 16 CTAC officers earned average scores of 90% or higher. 
Bravo indeed!

PACT HOLIDAY PARTY CONSPIRARE PERFORMANCE

   Inmates who participate in the Parents and Children 
Together (PACT) program at the Travis County Correctional 
Complex earned the opportunity to have an hour-long con-
tact visit with their children. Parents enjoyed one-on-one, 
contact visit time and afterwards, the children got a visit 
from Santa who of course, came bearing gifts! 
   We offer over 50 programs at our jail, designed to offer 
the inmates skills and knowledge that will allow them to 
find jobs and thrive when they re-enter the community. The 
PACT parenting classes are one such program. Inmates learn 
about the parent/child relationship and are taught tips and 
behavior models designed to foster healthy lives.
   The PACT Holiday Party is a new tradition that makes a 
huge impact on both the inmates and their kids. The event 
is possible thanks to a group of Austin High School students. 
This year, the students created a “go fund me” page for the 
event. The funds raised were used to shop for personalized 
gifts and a spread of food and treats. 

   On December 19th the Conspirare choir performed a 
beautiful holiday concert for our female inmates. This 
year, inmates of every classification, minimum to maxi-
mum, were permitted to attend the choral performance. 
This allowed the entire female inmate population to 
assemble together and resulted in tears of joy for both 
inmates and program coordinators.
   Conspirare is a Grammy-winning and internationally 
recognized choir with a reputation for “expanding the 
boundaries of choral performance” (Wall Street Journal).
Through its artistic excellence, creative programming, 
commissioning, and educational endeavors, the organi-
zation has established itself as an agent of change and a 
bedrock of the Texas arts community and beyond.

   On June 5, 2019, Senior Deputy Rick Millers and other 
deputies were serving a warrant on Preston Marcel Molina 
at the Travis County Adult Probation Office at 10409 Burnet 
Road. Realizing he would be arrested and attempting to 
avoid apprehension, Molina ran to his car and sped out of 
the parking lot, striking Deputy Millers and throwing him in 
the air. Deputy Millers sustained significant injuries to his 
shoulder, torso, leg and knee. 
   On December 19, 2019, Molina pled guilty to Aggravated 
Assault of a Public Servant and Evading Arrest in a Vehicle. 
He was sentenced to 10 years in prison. 
   “Deputy Millers is a true example of the mission and 
values of the Travis County Sheriff’s Office, both in his heart 
and his commitment. He has worked so hard to get back to 
work for the sake of his team. He still faces several surgeries 
and deals with pain on a daily basis. The men and women 
of TCSO put their lives on the line every day and this is a 
glimpse into what’s at stake in any given moment.”
                                                               – Sheriff Sally Hernandez

HOLIDAY LUNCHEONS

   We’re a tight-knit family here at TCSO, but due to the 
nature of our jobs, we don’t often get to hang out with each 
other. During the holiday season, each of our buildings and 
units celebrate together in various ways. Our Central and 
East Commands hosted luncheons, bringing detectives, 
SWAT, K-9, and other sworn and civilian staff together for 
great food and fellowship.

   TCSO is helping to spread the word about the impor-
tance of the 2020 Census Bureau. Every household will 
have the option of responding online, by mail, or by 
phone. Nearly every household will receive an invitation 
to participate in the 2020 Census from either a postal 
worker or a census worker; 95% of households will receive 
their census invitation in the mail. To learn more, click on 
the icon button link.

CAROLING & BINGO BROWN SANTA

   On behalf of Travis County Brown Santa, we’d like to 
offer a hearty THANK YOU to all of you who donated 
to this year’s efforts! Thanks to you, we were able to 
give gifts and food items to over 2,000 families in need 
throughout the county.

KITCHEN INSPECTION

   On December 26th, Austin Public Health conducted an 
unannounced inspection of the kitchen at the Travis County 
Jail. We passed the inspection with a grade of 99%. We’re so 
proud of our kitchen staff. Thank you for doing your job with 
excellence!

OFFICER OF THE YEAR

   The Travis County Sheriff’s Citizens Academy Alumni 
Association chose Senior Deputy Louis Moncivais as their 
2019 Officer of the Year. Moncivais has been a deputy for 
close to 20 years, providing outstanding service to Travis 
County citizens. This past holiday season, Moncivais led 
the Travis County Brown Santa program with the same 
level of service. Congratulations...Well deserved!
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