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On June 4, Detective Mitchell 
Morgan and Law Enforcement 
Specialist Melissa Walker from our 
Child Abuse Unit participated in 
the Adult Protection Services’ (APS) 
Partnering to Protect Symposium. 
APS client cases often involve men-
tal health concerns and cognitive 
decline, and our team was able to 
provide insight on how law en-
forcement responds, and the skills 
they use to carefully handle these 
incidents.

child abuse event

On June 19, we had a blast 
walking in the annual Juneteenth 
parade through historical East 
Austin. It was great to spend 
time with people from all walks 
of life as we celebrated Freedom 
Day, a day of recognition, resto-
ration and reflection. The smiles 
were infectious as we passed out 
candy, handheld fans and junior 
deputy stickers to the kids. We 
can’t wait to do it again next 
year!
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juneteenth

Earlier this month, TCSO held a 
well-attended Town Hall in the Vo-
lente community, bringing together 
residents, deputies, and leadership 
for a productive evening of discus-
sion and engagement. Travis County 
Commissioner Ann Howard and ex-
ecutives from Travis County Trans-
portation and Natural Resources, 
Travis County Parks and other part-
nering agencies shared insights into 
ongoing initiatives aimed at keeping 
the community safe and connected. 
Thank you to everyone who came 
out and contributed to the conver-
sation.

town hall
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How many times did our parents 
and teachers says to us, “Things 
aren’t always as they appear?” It’s a 
phrase that stands the test of time 
because it is so true! 

I’m excited to introduce a new 
technology TCSO is implementing, 
but it’s one that will require you to 
remember that things aren’t always 
as they appear. 

TCSO patrol deputies are issued 
county cell phones to execute their 
official duties. These phones are 
managed by county software that 
protects against malware and se-
cures information on the device. 

New software will allow patrol 
deputies to process traffic cita-
tions and collision reports on the 
phone. They can scan VIN numbers 
and registration stickers, complete 
exchange forms and enter other 
required data. This secure system 
protects personal information and 
is linked to the court database and 
TXDOT. The software verifies that 
all required information is present 
before transferring the data. 

This is great news for drivers. The 
fact that deputies will no longer be 
hand-writing reports means they 
will be able to clear roadways fast-
er, and completed forms will enter 
the court and TXDOT systems faster. 

If you see a deputy using a cell 
phone to work a traffic stop or 
collision, please remember that 
things aren’t always as they seem 
and it doesn’t mean your personal 
information is going onto a personal 
device. You’re welcome to ask the 
deputy to show you the device and 
verify that it’s a county phone if you 
have any concerns. 

We all know how miserable traffic 
delays are. I’m positive you’ll appre-
ciate this new innovation and I’m 
so proud of the technology team at 
TCSO that constantly looks for ways 
to make things better for all of us.  
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MORE

During the last week of June, TCSO proudly hosted our annual Junior Deputy 
Summer Camp for youth ages 9 to 12. It was an action-packed week filled 
with exciting experiences and hands-on learning. Campers enjoyed interac-
tive demonstrations and presentations from several of our specialized units, 
including Patrol, SWAT, K-9, the Training Academy, Crime Scene, Highway En-
forcement, Corrections Tactical, the Dive Team, Lake Patrol, Motors, Estray, 
and the Criminal Investigations Division as well as a tour of the Travis County 
Jail Booking Facility. 
 
Additionally, the campers took engaging field trips, including a visit to the 
147th Criminal District Court with the Honorable Cliff Brown, a tour of the 
University of Texas Police Department—complete with a fun walk-through of 
the UT football stadium—and outings to Spare Time Texas and Austin’s Park. 
 
We were lucky to have a fantastic group of curious, bright, and energetic 
kids. Despite the Texas heat, everyone had a blast—including our deputies, 
who had just as much fun reliving their youth!

junior deputy summer camp

On June 5, Sheriff Hernandez en-
joyed the opportunity to speak to 
the Austin Founder Lion’s Club. This 
group always brings lively discussion 
to timely topics, sharing concerns 
and encouragement relevant to the 
local community. We thank them for 
hosting TCSO once again!

lions club visit

On September 7, 2023, Wanya 
Kasean Smith bludgeoned his sister, 
Precious Angel Rucker to death in 
her apartment near Wells Branch. 
He pleaded guilty and accepted a 
prison term of 35 years. 

William Jewel Daniels was arrested 
and charged with murder on May, 
20, 2024. Daniels was burglarizing 
a vehicle when the owner of the 
vehicle, Stephen Peterman, con-
fronted him. Daniels pleaded guilty 
shooting Peterman multiple times, 
causing his death, and accepted a 
prison term of 40 years. 

Both crimes were investigated and 
prepared with excellence by TCSO’s 
Homicide Unit, resulting in air-tight 
cases that allowed prosecutors to 
obtain guilty pleas. TCSO Homicide 
Detectives are the voice of victims, 
and we applaud them for their 
efforts. 

In early June, TCSO employees from 
the Corrections Bureau attended 
the Leadership for Corrections 
Conference in Corpus Christi. It 
was an excellent opportunity to 
gain knowledge and network with 
other industry professionals. Sheriff 
Hernandez was honored to teach 
a Leadership Essentials class. The 
blend of leadership principles with 
lived experience and class discus-
sion allowed everyone to take away 
nuggets of wisdom.

In just 10 years, a total of 35 acci-
dental shootings were reported to 
TCSO. And so far in 2025 alone, an 
additional 5 have been reported. 
Accidental discharges can be deadly. 
National Gun Storage Check Week is 
observed every June, and it’s a great 
time to double check the safe stor-
age of your weapons. In the video 
link above, TCSO Range Master Dep-
uty Alan Hollenbeck demonstrates 
how to properly use a gun lock on a 
pistol or a revolver. 

Our Community Outreach Unit 
distributes free gun locks provided 
by Project ChildSafe. Please contact 
TCSO Community Outreach if you’re 
interested.

gun storage check

Congratulations to our recent 
retirees! Thank you for your ded-
icated service to this agency and 
the citizens of Travis County. We 
wish you the best of luck in your 
new adventures.

Trina Hampton – 30 yrs. of service
Sharlan Narvaez – 30 yrs. of service
Greg Barho – 29 yrs. of service  
William Gonzalez – 29 yrs. of service
Dorsey Allen – 28 yrs. of service
Bruce James – 23 yrs. of service
Cory Wood – 23 yrs. of service
Vincent Cain – 19 yrs. of service
Kevin Ambler – 16 yrs. of service
William Derrick – 15 yrs. of service
Nancy Steinmacher – 11 yrs. of service
Paulette Diedrich – 8 yrs. of service
James Payne – 8 yrs. of service
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