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EMPLOYEE MASTHEAD (L TO R): Cadet Corrections Officer Brittany Newman, Sergeant Ronnie Hawkins, 
Senior Corrections Officer Irmalinda Lopez & Food Services Supervisor Jimmy Aviles

THANKSGIVING MEALS

The weekend before Thanksgiving, our Community Out-
reach Unit assisted the local non-profit Mission Accom-
plished with their annual Thanksgiving Basket Giveaway. 
Our team filled baskets full of essentials for a holiday 
meal, and also helped with distribution to families. Mis-
sion Accomplished provides resources and assistance to 
individuals and families that need a helping hand during 
challenging times.

PUBLIC SAFETY CADETS

Congratulations to those who retired from TCSO this 
month! Thank you for your dedicated service to this agen-
cy and the citizens of Travis County. We wish you the best 
of luck in your new adventures.

Janie Cortez – 31 years of service
Adonis Eke – 22 years of service
Ricky Herman – 20 years of service
Roy Thompson – 20 years of service
Tamara Scott – 18 years of service
Wallace Sefcik – 13 years of service

MESSAGE FROM SHERIFF HERNANDEZ
As I often say in these monthly messages, we want to hear from you. The open 
dialogue between TCSO and the communities we serve is vital in keeping us safe 
and strengthening the bonds of trust and cooperation. We’ve heard from neigh-
borhoods in east and west Travis County regarding aggressive drivers and speed-
ing. 

Neighborhoods on FM 1826 expressed their concerns about the explosive growth 
in their area and the construction traffic, along with speeding and aggressive driv-
ing. Residents along FM 812 also expressed concerns about speeding and reck-
less driving in that area. Our own experience confirmed those facts as we have 
responded to several fatality collisions. Our initial studies of the traffic along FM 
812 revealed the vast majority of drivers are following the speed limits, but some 
speeders are traveling in excess of 90 mph.

This month, we executed traffic initiatives in both areas. We placed sign boards 
along the roadways, warning drivers of their speed vs. the posted speed limit. We 
also had deputies from our Highway Enforcement & Accident Team (HEAT) and 
Motors Unit patrolling the area in higher numbers, looking out for traffic viola-
tions. 

The results of these initiatives are currently being collected. We will release that information to local media once the 
data has been completely compiled and analyzed. One thing is clear already - it’s imperative for drivers to slow down. 
Excessive speeding is reckless and deadly. The holiday season is upon us and this is the time of year when traffic on our 
roadways increases. We also see an increase in the number of impaired drivers. Please don’t risk your life or the lives of 
others. Slow down and don’t drink and drive.

TRAINING ACADEMY UPGRADE HONORING VETERANS

This Veterans Day we were excited to celebrate all who 
have served our country and protected the freedoms that 
we enjoy daily. We are especially thankful for the more 
than 200 TCSO staff who are veterans and continue to 
serve the community with our agency. On November 10th, 
our Community Outreach Unit was honored to spend the 
evening with the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4443 in 
Oak Hill, where they hosted a special event in recognition 
of the holiday.

A broken water pipe in the aftermath of February’s ice 
storm caused catastrophic flooding in our Training Acad-
emy. Construction has finally been completed and we’ve 
moved back into the building. Eight months of jockeying 
offices, classes and physical training proved a challenging 
task, but our instructors rose to the challenge. The new 
facility features technological upgrades, including work-
stations that allow the building to function as a command 
post in the event of a critical incident.

TCSO COMMISSARY FIRE TRUCK PULL CHALLENGE

The annual Fire Truck Pull Challenge is a fundraiser that 
supports Special Olympics of Texas athletes. Teams of 
12 put their strength to the test in a battle to pull the 
firetruck the fastest. TCSO’s team was made up of mem-
bers of our Transportation Unit. You might wonder how 
a team trains for such an event - well, by pulling a TCSO 
transport bus of course! Team TCSO took fourth place in 
the event and looked awfully good doing it!

Our Commissary staff works hard day in and day out 
serving inmates in our custody. In FY 2021, they’ve sold 
over $1.5 million in commissary goods to include over 
$100,000 in SecurePak sales and close to $500,000 in ki-
osk sales. Commissary profits pay for numerous programs 
for inmates, recreational equipment and GED high school 
equivalency testing.

On November 17th, our Public Safety Cadets were excited 
to have Deputy Robert Phillips from our HEAT Unit explain 
the importance of accident reconstruction. Cadets were 
taught how to determine the circumstances, mechan-
ics, and contributing factors associated with a collision 
to include how math is used to determine the speed at 
the time of impact and how to measure braking distance 
before impact.

The program is offered to 14-20 year-olds; anyone inter-
ested may submit an Online Interest Card.
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